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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/760,714 


Applicant(s) 
OLIPHANTETAL 


Examiner 

Robert M. Pond 


Art Unit 

3625 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be iimeiy fiied 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 27 April 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-25 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-25 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 17 January 2001 is/are: a)S accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 - D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C; §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 



1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) ^ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) Q Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) Q Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Applicant has not complied with one or more conditions for receiving the 
benefit of an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e) as follows: instant 
application was filed later than 12 months of provisional application's filing date. 

Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it exceeds 150 words in 
length. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

3. The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine 
the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in 
correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the 
United States. 
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4. Claims 1-25 ar rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ginter et al. (patent 5,910,987). 

Ginter et al. teach all the limitations of Claims 1-25. For example, Ginter et al. 
disclose systems and methods for secure transaction management and secure 
chains of handling and controlling of electronic works using a virtual distribution 
environment. Ginter et al. disclose: creators, distributors, and users of electronic 
works, an electronic content container, container content objects, metadata that 
describes the electronic work, remotely distributed databases, and database 
linkage to electronic works supported by web protocols (e.g. HTML, HTTP, and 
URL) (see at least abstract; Fig. 1 (200); Fig. 1a (200g); Fig. 2 (100); Fig. 2 (106, 
112, "Added"); Fig. 5a (300); Fig. 12a (1220, 1230); Fig. 16 (METHODS 1000); 
col. 1, lines 1-43; col. 2, line 25 through col. 47, line 62; col. 100, lines 31-38). 
Ginter et al. disclose creating and partitioning VDE objects by placing meta-data 
(e.g. author's name, creation date) into them, and assigning rights associated 
with them and/or object content (e.g. publisher and/or content creator 
respectively) (see at least Fig. 5a (300); col. 256, lines 32-65). Ginter et al. 
disclose chain of handling that permits electronic works to be linked to online 
accounts (see at least col. 14, lines 38-65; col. 177, line 54 through col. 178, line 
4). Ginter et al. further disclose permission records specifying various control 
relationships between objects and users, supporting single access (e.g. one-to- 
one relationship between a user and a right user), group access (any number of 
people may be authorized as a group), and by example using a law firm, linking 
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multiple electronic works to a client account (see at least col. 271 , line 23 through 
co!. 274, line 30). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Mr. Robert M. Pond whose telephone 
number is 703-605-4253. The examiner can normally be reached Monday- 
Friday, 8:30AM-5:30PM Eastern. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Ms. Wynn Coggins can be reached on 703-308-1344. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Receptionist whose telephone number is 
703-308-1113. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

703-872-9306 (Official communications; including After Final 
communications labeled "Box AF") 
Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, 7 th floor receptionist. 
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Attschaait for PT044S (Rev. 03/01. or earlier) 

The below ten replices the preprinted text under the heading, 
"foformitioa oo How to Effect Drawing Chinges," on the back 
of the PTO-94S (Rev. OWh or artier) form. 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANCES 



1. CMTtctlM of loferailicia - 3? CFR 145 

<* 

New contend drawings oust be filed with the changes incorporated therein 
IoMttfyw«ioMifpf»«ttot 

nrvtaior'i mm, aod tppiicaioA water, or dock* number (if toy) if 4a 

iilin mmbm mi k line iwiinil ttt itr TT 12 — : ~ If chi» irfornrioi U 
provided, « mm be ptaettf oo the tMtf^^v*ctttmA*Mbto**<ap 
eunia. tfrarromd dnwingj ert required io • Notice of Allowability (FTpC* 

mmmy polite* tor reply eadieNodceof AflowoMtit) exteeeJooso/titM 
—yMOTp n tii l iil iii 1 i f o^p i o ^M ofn<^l t36(»)or(b)t>rlliot 
tftt onmcud ■infrgi After *e ■«*** of • Note of Allowtbifcy. Toe 
dfiwiaptfMuMtofM 
the Official OrtfttocrKML 

2. CofTtctJooj oilier than Informalities Noted by Oraftspemo eo fern PTO- 
94t. 

All changes to the drawings, other thin informalities noted r*\ (he Dransperton. 
MUST be nude in the tame manner as above except that normally, a highlighted 
(preferably red ink) (ketch ouhe changes to be incorponuo mio the ne*. 
drawings MUST be approved by the examiner before ih< or Nation nmII be 
i allowed No changes be permitted to be made. oth<r run correction oi 

informalities, unless the examiner has approved ihe prooo >v.c *nin«s 

Timing of Correction! 

Applicant is required io submit the drav<.\ny c ons \Mihin the 
time period set in thr -»" achcd Office communication Sec 3" CFR 
I 85(a) 



Failure to take conrecm e action ^ •: t't n ihc .? ^ «H juli in 
ABANDONMENT .1 i'^- j-:c , r 



